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But if Buddhism declined in India, the land of its birth,
it spread outside, as a result pardy of the work of Ashoka's
missionaries, pardy of later ones. Ashoka's own son,
Mahinda, established Buddhism in Ceylon, where it still
lives. Across the mighty Himalayas it went to Tibet, and
from Tibet to China and ultimately to Japan; to Burma
and Java too. Even on the borders of Europe, Buddhists
are found to this day, among the Tartar tribes of the Volga
region. Of all religions it' still claims the greatest number
of adherents, however different may be their Buddhism
from the teachings of the founder of their faith. There are
more Buddhists in the world than there are inhabitants in
the whole of the Buddha's homeland, India, where his fol-
lowers number only a handful. But, as the life of Ashoka
himself proves, it is not numbers that count in spreading
ideas; it is determination, enthusiasm, devotion, under-
standing, and love of mankind.

QUESTIONS  AND  EXERCISES

1.  What is meant by a 'watershed'?    If the sixth century
B.C. is the 'watershed of history', describe some of the main
differences between the civilizations which flowed on each side
of the watershed, i.e. those which existed before 600 B.C. and
those which came into existence after that date.

2.  Why did the orthodox Brahmins oppose Buddha's teaching?
What happened to Buddhism, after Buddha's death?

3.  In what ways did Ashoka succeed in the work he tried
to do, and in what ways did he fail?

*4. What are the three kinds of selfish desire which Buddha
aimed at destroying? By what means did he say that they
should be destroyed? What would be the result of their
destruction?